
http://www.breathefreely.org.uk/assets/overview_fact_sheet.pdf
http://www.hse.gov.uk/asbestos/essentials/index.htm


WORKPLACE EXPOSURE LIMITS (WELs) & EXPOSURE LEVELS

Agent or substance

B R E AT H E  F R E E LY
Controlling Exposures to prevent occupational

lung disease in the construction industry

Glazier/Glass Fitter 

Construction Trades | Health Hazards | Fact Sheet

Control/Exposure Limit Exposure Levels

• Asbestos essentials: A task manual for building, maintenance and allied trades on how to safely carry out non-licensed work:
www.hse.gov.uk/asbestos/essentials/index.htm

• COSHH Essentials guidance sheet on how to control exposure to hazards in construction: www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/guidance/cnseries.htm
• COSHH Essentials: Health surveillance for those exposed to respirable crystalline silica (RCS): www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/guidance/g404.pdf
• Construction dust leaflet: www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/cis36.pdf
• Wood dust: www.hse.gov.uk/woodworking/wooddust.htm
• Woodworking: https://www.hse.gov.uk/coshh/essentials/direct-advice/woodworking.htm

Further information

Asbestos (all types)* 0.1 fibres/ml (4 hr TWA)
0.6 fibres/ml (10 min TWA)

The aim should be to avoid any exposure.  Some non-licensed work and Notifiable Non-Li-
censed Work (NNLW) with asbestos may be done by trained personnel.  However, there is a 
very high risk from some roofing materials, in particular insulation board and sprayed asbestos 
coatings; work on these materials as well as any at exposures above the control and 
short-term exposure limits, must be carried out by an HSE licensed contractor, for which there is 
a separate BOHS respiratory health hazards fact sheet, the ‘Licensed Asbestos Removal 
Worker fact sheet’.

Silica - RCS 0.1 mg/m3 (8 hr TWA).  
All Party Parliamentary 
Group for Respiratory 
Health (which is an 
informal, cross-party group 
formed by MPs and 
Members of the House of 
Lords) published a report 
named "Silica- the next 
asbestos".

Dry work with high silica-content materials – such as sandstone - causes the highest risks.

www.breathefreely.org.uk

Construction Dust These levels are not workplace exposure limit but the level at which the dust becomes defined 
as a 'hazardous substance' and so it subject to the COSHH regulations. This does not apply to 
substances listed in Table 3.2 of part 3 of Annex VI of the CLP Regulation, substances specified 
with an indication of danger e.g. very toxic, toxic, harmful, corrosive or irritant, or substances 
for which the HSE has an approved WEL.

Softwood Dust 5 mg/m3 (8 hour TWA)

Capable of causing cancer. Capable of causing occupational asthma. If hardwood dusts are 
mixed with other wood dusts, the WEL shall apply to all the wood dusts present in that mixture. 
All dust exposure levels are affected by the frequency and duration of the work and are likely 
to be higher in poorly ventilated spaces. Dry working without extraction controls is likely to 
produce the highest levels of dust.

Capable of causing occupational asthma. If softwood dusts are mixed with hardwood dusts, the 
WEL for hardwood dusts shall apply to all the wood dusts present in that mixture. All dust exposure 
levels are affected by the frequency and duration of the work and are likely to be higher in 
poorly ventilated spaces. Dry working without extraction controls is likely to produce the highest 
levels of dust.

Hardwood Dust 3 mg/m3 (8 hour TWA)
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